PREFACE

seize their wives and cast them under drays at an irritating word.
We have not only people who cannot resist an opportunity of
stealing for the sake of satisfying their wants, but even people
who have a specific mania for stealing, and do it when they are
in no need of the things they steal. Burglary fascinates some men
as sailoring fascinates some boys. Among respectable people
how many are there who can be restrained by the warnings
of their doctors and the lessons of experience from eating and
drinking more than is good for them? It is true that between
self-controlled people and ungovernable people there is a narrow
margin of moral malingerers who can be made to behave them-
selves by the fear of consequences; but it is not worth while
maintaining an abominable system of malicious, deliberate, costly
and degrading ill-treatment of criminals for the sake of these
marginal cases. For practical dealing with crime, Determinism or
Predestination is quite a good working rule. People without self-
control enough for social purposes may be killed, or may be
kept in asylums with a view to studying their condition and
ascertaining whether it is curable. To torture them and give our-
selves virtuous airs at their expense is ridiculous and barbarous;
and the desire to do it is vindictive and cruel. And though vindic-
tiveness and cruelty are at least human qualities when they are
frankly proclaimed and indulged, they are loathsome when they
assume the robes of Justice. "Which, I take it, is why Shakespear's
Isabella gave such a dressing-down to Judge Angelo, and why
Swift reserved the hottest corner of his hell for judges. Also, of
course, why Jesus said "Judge not that ye be not judged" and
"If any man hear my words and believe not, I judge him not"
because "he hath one that judgeth him": namely, the Father who
is one with him.

When we are robbed we generally appeal to the criminal law,
not considering that if the criminal law were effective we should
not have been robbed. That convicts us of vengeance.

I need not elaborate the argument further. I have dealt with
it sufficiently elsewhere. I have only to point out that we have
been judging and punishing ever since Jesus told us not to; and
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